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BOOK REVIEWS
G. Patrick Clagett, MD, Book Review Section EditorHybrid Vascular Procedures
Alain Branchereau and Michael Jacobs; Malden, Mass; 2004;
Blackwell Publishing; 254 pages; $130.00.
Hybrid Vascular Procedures is a textbook that has embraced
the importance of combining both open surgical techniques and
endovascular interventions in the management of vascular diseases.
The textbook highlights the concept of hybrid procedures from a
variety of well-recognized European surgeons and interventional-
ists. Furthermore, the text is inclusive of procedures for both
arterial and venous disorders as well as arteriovenous access.
Readers are expected to have a significant background in
endovascular techniques, and those unfamiliar with wires, cathe-
ters, sheaths, and devices will have a more difficult time instituting
these procedures. For those familiar with the terminology, how-
ever, each chapter provides unique insight into the potential ap-
proaches to solve complex vascular problems combining the best of
both endovascular and open techniques with a successful outcome
and potentially limited morbidity for the patient. Examples of this
would include chapters 7 to 10, in which the authors are able to
combine a variety of open procedures with thoracic endografting
to treat complex thoracic aortic pathology with excellent illustra-
tions, images, and case examples. Unfortunately, for the vast
majority of vascular and cardiothoracic surgeons in the United
States, these devices are available on a limited basis pending Food
and Drug Administration approval. Currently, these sections will
be of interest to a narrower audience (those with access to these
devices), but this will increase as these devices becomemore widely
available.
Three chapters (12, 13, and 16) in this textbook are dedicated
to laparoscopic aortic reconstruction. Although it is important to
include the discussion of laparoscopic aortic surgery, this may be of
interest currently only to the limited number of physicians per-
forming these types of procedures.
Chapters 3 to 5, 11, 14, and 18 to 25 are well suited for all
“hybrid surgeons” or those wishing to shift their practice in this
direction. These chapters contain good discussions of the proce-
dures and how to perform them. In arterial disease of the lower
limbs, hybrid procedures combine standard bypass surgery with
percutaneous recanalization, remote endarterectomy, free vascular
flap, and assisted thrombectomies. Furthermore, venous throm-
bectomy with percutaneous devices, along with iliocaval stenting,
are discussed in a well-thought-out manner.
Overall I would recommend this textbook to the vast majority
of the vascular community. It provides a current and rather thor-
ough compilation of the field of hybrid vascular procedures and an
overview of the tools available for application to our patients.
Frank R. Arko, MD
Chief, Endovascular Surgery
Division of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Tex
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JOAccording to its editor, the Manual of Vascular Diseases is
meant to satisfy several unmet needs in the existing realm of
vascular surgery and vascular medicine textbooks. This hand-
book is designed to be a concise reference for any type of
practitioner interested in the diagnosis and management of
vascular disease, and although it incorporates discussion regard-
ing the latest in medical, catheter-based, and surgical modes of
therapy, it is not intended to focus on the specific technical
aspects of surgical treatment itself. I believe that the editors and
authors have clearly achieved their goals in these regards.
Themanual begins with several concise chapters on the history
and examination of the arterial system as well as both noninvasive
and invasive vascular imaging techniques. These chapters are basic
enough to serve as an introduction for the novice in the world of
vascular disease, yet also contain a breadth of material to satisfy the
more sophisticated practitioner. An excellent section on the utility
of magnetic resonance angiography in the diagnosis of vascular
disease is supplied.
The manual proceeds with chapters on the approaches to and
management of the bread-and-butter aspects of any vascular surgical
or medical practice: intermittent claudication, acute and chronic crit-
ical limb ischemia, renovascular disease, carotid artery disease, abdom-
inal and thoracic aortic aneurysms, upper extremity and vasospastic
disease, venous disorders, and hemodialysis access. Each chapter is
standardized with subheadings and includes succinct sections on
clinical features, approaches to diagnosis, and both medical and sur-
gical management strategies. Treatment algorithms, tables, and fig-
ures are used to illustrate points appropriately. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, each chapter finishes with bulleted conclusions and
highlighted practical points regarding the topic in question and
also supplies additional recommended reading.
The manual, although brief, manages to include infor-
mation on a variety of less-common vascular surgical conditions
as well, including for example, the median arcuate ligament
syndrome, complex regional pain syndromes, vasculogenic im-
potence, and the inflammatory vasculitides. The chapters on the
management of vasculogenic impotence and the management
of inflammatory vasculitis probably contain more detailed infor-
mation on these conditions than many practicing vascular sur-
geons have in their immediate armamentarium of knowledge.
In summary, theManual of Vascular Diseases is a concise manual
incorporating a wide variety of both prevalent and less-common
vascular diseases. It represents appropriate reading for vascular surgical
trainees, as well as experienced practitioners in other specialties, in-
cluding cardiology, vascular medicine, and internal medicine. Al-
though some of the relayed information on common aspects of
vascular surgery will be familiar to most experienced practicing vascu-
lar surgeons, the manual will also serve as an excellent quick reference
for experienced vascular surgeons to refresh theirmemories on the less
commonly encountered vascular illnesses.
Caron Rockman, MD
Division of Vascular Surgery
New York University Medical School
New York, NY
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